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being more loyal than the newspaper-owners, went to
Downing Street and came away under a pledge of silence.
Englishmen went to Angora to tell the Turks that the
people of England would not fight. Politicians saw a
chance to break up the Coalition Government and throw
Mr. Lloyd George into the street.
Bluff demanded quick decisive action and a show of
force. Those who knew the Turks realized that a chal-
lenge would not be taken up, and that a show of force
was the front door to a good peace. Such a show had
to be made alone. Lord Curzon was in Paris striving
for allied unity, but the French had behind them the
treaty made by M. Franklin-Bouillon at Angora. They
wanted safety on the Syrian front. They knew that if
the British fought at Chanak, they must face French
rifles and ammunition, French " seventy-fives" and
French aeroplanes supplied to the Turks by the French
Government. * If further proof of their attitude was
required, it only needed to recall the French ship that
was stopped as it sailed down the Golden Horn in the
first week of January 1922. It was laden with ammuni-
tion and stores for the Turks in Anatolia and its hold-up
by the British caused a diplomatic incident. The French
looked on the success of the Turks as the success of
their prot6g6s, who would listen to them.
* On the 2$th of September Colonel Shuttleworth, the
commander at Chanak, organized and sent out a strong
mobile column. His sanguine personality and optimistic
courage inspired his whole force. Without nerves he
faced the possibility of a Turkish assault in the placid
knowledge of the value of his troops.